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U.S. BUILDII 
BASE IN ULSTER 


SENATOR’S 


WASHINGTON 


oo ROBERT A. TAFT told the United States 


enate yesterday that he 
on reliable authority, that the 
ing a naval air base for B 
Press Association telegram 


his speech to the 
‘after a call upon the 


lreland and Scotland. '' 


‘“The occupation of lreland,’’ 


tinued, ““would 


‘’ A base in Ireland would b 
: “hy e much mor 
to protect shipping than a base in Iceland. Fy — 


ment that has been used for 
applies to Ireland, England 


Mr. Andrews, Northern 


stated that, if. the British and American G 


agreed on the proposal, the 
readily concur. 


Senator Taft argued that the land- 
ing of United States forces in Iceland 
an act “‘exactly equivalent to 
egeressive war, and one which the 
l'resident had no right to take without 
the authority of Congress. 

“If he can send troops to Iceland 
on this ground, Senator Taft con- 
tinued, "he can certainly send troops 
to treland on this ground. He can 
send them to Scot)«nd or England; he 
cau send them io Portugal. These 
countries are no farther away than 
Iceland.”’ 

Senator Connally (Democrat, Texas) 
immediately took up the challenge in 
Senator Taft's remarks concerning the 
Limted States occupation of Iceland. 
ehouting: “ If the President wants to 
send the entire Navy to European 
waters to-morrow he has got that 
power.” 


SECRECY CRITICISED 


Criticising the |§Administration’s 
*“ secrecy,’ Senator Danaher (Republi- 
can, Connecticut) told the Senate: 
“We are not being told what the 
facts are, yet everyone of us who 
chooses can know that American work- 
men by hundreds have been con- 
structing a naval base in Ireland for 
weeks, just as they were preliminary 
to the Iceland situation.” 


NORTHERN PREMIER 
| AGREEABLE 


From Our CORRESPONDENT. 


BELFAST, Thursday. 
The Prime Minister of Northern 
Ireland (Mr. J. M. Andrews), when 
asked to-day for his views on Mr. 
Wendel Willkie’s suggestion of the 
establishment of a United States naval 
base in Northern Ireland and Scotland, 
said :—‘*I have no hesitation in stat- 
ing that if the British and United 
States Governments come to the con- 
clusion that these would be helpful 
towards winning the Battle of the 
Atlantic, the Ulster Government would 
readily concur, and do _ everything 

possible to facilitate the proposal.” 


TROUBLE-MAKING 
PROPAGANDA 


From REUTER 8 CORRESPONDENT. 


WASHINGTON, Thursday. 

Replying te questions based on a 
broadcast from Tokyo, Mr. Sumner 
Welles, United States Under-Secretary 
of State, told newspapermen to-day 
that the United States was uot 
attempting to obtain military or naval 
bases in easa Portuguese ” 
sions or Siberia. He describes such 
suggestions as obvious German propa- 
ganda, designed to make trouble 
between the United Statez and Japan. 

According to the Tokyo broadcast, 
reports had appeared in Tokyo news- 
aR alleging that a United States- 
sritish-Chinese-Soviet alliance, under 
which a United States military base 
would be established on the Kamchatka 
Peninsula in Eastern Siberia, was 
impending. 


PRESIDENT ASKS 
FOR MILLIONS 


From Revuter’s CORRESPONDENT. 


President Roosevelt as*ed Con 
vesterday to appropriate 4,770 
dollars (about £1,180,000,000) for the 
War Denartment ** for fu 
strengthening national defence.” 

The request was made in a letter to 
\': Sam Rayburn, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, a 
ecven individual items, of whic 
| largest is 3,486,034,036 dollars 
£8°0.000.000) for Army ordnance. 

The new appropriation will be 

uly for the laying in of huge stocks 
of ordnance and ammunition. It will 

provide for the purchase of a con- 
amount of equipment of 

us types; it was stated. The 
reviest ig said to be for a straight 
h appropriation in this instance. 
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ritain in Northern Íreland, a 
from Washington announces. 


He added that, since he had made the fi 

t draf 
Senate yesterday, Mr. Wendell Willkie. 
ft President, 
opinion that we should establish military bases in Northern 


relieve, perhaps, half a million Brit 
troops for service elsewhere, ion British 


American boys into the British Is] 
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| WHEN BERLIN 
IS BOMBED 

MINISTER ON GROWING 

STRENGTH OF R.A.F. 


[N a few months Britain will 
be able to make raids on 
Berlin which will make the big 
German raids on London seem 
like child's play. 
C olonel re-Brabazon. 
Minister of Aircraft. Production. 
told this to the House of 
Commons yesterday, when he 
wound up the two days’ debate 


on production. . 
Earlier there was a remarkable 
speech by Mr Henderson Stewart 


(Lib.-Nat.. Fife), who said he had re- 
turnea to the House after eight months 
in the Armiy. 

“Every morning.’ he said, ‘‘ there 
were laid oí my table-cables that came 
from the Middle East. and casualty 
lists as the grim drama gathered 
}momentun. in Libya, Greece, Iraq and 
Syria. Ther: seemed to come the cry 
from fighting men in those areas for 
arms, guns, tanks anti-aircraft weapons 
and ships. Tha‘ cry. pierced the hearts 
of everyone whose duty. it was to read 
thoss documents. One had the vision 
of Scots, English, Irish and Welsh 
comrades whon one knew lying there 
battered and bleeding. parched and 
hungry, besides thousands left to die 
or fall into German captivity. This 
was because they were denied the 
weapons with which to defend ourselves. 

“The Minister: of Labour is very 
free with his denunciations of other 
people.” he said ‘‘ He called some of 
‘us Fifth Columnists He had better 
take care that he is not -dubbed by 
the nation as the most dangerous 
Fifth Columnis: of all.” 


THE MIDDLE EAST . 
Replyiny t Lieutenant Brabner s 
speech on Wednesday. Colonel Moore- 
Brabazon said: ‘We cannot accept 
the! accusation that there were not 
enough ‘planea in the Middle East. 
Certainly there were. ‘Phe Crete posi- 
tion has already been explained. 
cannot accept. nur will [ accept, the 
accusation that 70 to 80 per cent. of 
our tanks were out of commission 
before they s the enemy. 

Paying high tribute to the work of 
Lord Beaverbrook, he said: “ When 
the Prime Minister said that never was 
so much owed by so many to so few, 
Lérd Beaverbrook is among these. 
High upon the scroll of honour pe 
ever remain the gratitude of this Coun- 
try to Max Aitken, first Lord Beaver- 

Aira ai i 
Pe The first great bombers designed 
to carry enormous loads of bombs to 
Berlin were the biggest machines in 
the world at the time they were made, 
atid the Americans, who thought they 
had the biggest machines, were amazed 
when they found we had three types 
of great bombers. They carried on each 
of their two wheels « steam roller and 
a half, and must: gallop over the field 
at ninety miles an hour. (Laughter.) 
Our bombers were getting better and 
better. (Cheers.) 
- “You would have to plaster this 
country good and proper tc get a hit 
on many of our aircraft to-day, so, well 
are they distributed and hi den,” he 
said. 


MOST DEVASTATING 
FORCE 


d soon every single machine 
bis gsm would deliver itself by 
air, and he aimed at machines com- 
ing over operationally equipped and 
read 


MORE FOR LEASE-AND-| “ 


LEND 
he remainder of the 15,000,000,000- 


dollar programme “will, it is believed, 


bi delaved for the time being. The 
liogramme includes about 7, ,000,000 
dellars for Lease-and-Lend purposes, 
a large amount for shipbuilding by the 


Maritime Commission, and a few hun- 
dred million dollars for the Navy. 

President Roosevelt has already ap- 
Proved the Budget estimates for the 
4.700.000.000 dollars new appropria- 
lion for the Army. 


U.S. LEGATION IN 


ICELAND 
President Roosevelt, according to 
Some quarters in Washington, is ex- 
pected to seek indirect Congressional 


sanction for the establishment of di 
lomatic relations with Ice by ask- 
ing for an appropriation to open 4 


Legation at Reykjavik. The President inspectors of the Department of 
‘ould, without going to Congress, es- Ageicultare, and placed in pens ready 
tablish a Legation there and appoint a for sale 


Minister resident, who would also act, 


as Consn] General. as was done in from near city, and others 

hais ' i : nd 

!ag.—(heuter.) "arrived by rail oy 4 ar lorri 

BERLIN’S DENIAL ed on val. Licence 

BERLIN, Thursday. ' eh ‘iseeibution 

dere poem News Agency to-day et a ion ge 

rl as “ nonse iresentatives were in the 
report to the effect that Ge se ns 

: tives of the trade pre- 

ty: ie on the yuestion of 


» first hatch of beasts i 
ri animals were inspected by. veter!- 


feet. 
rT my life I have pleaded sc a 
mercial side of aviation. . 

some to-day one with nr the 
most devastating, . life-destroying mm 
which has ever been put into si. 
do not like the idea, but you have 
asked me to do it. I pledge myselt w 
do it to the best of my a ility to the 
end.’’—(Press Association.) 


DUBLIN CATTLE 
MARKET OPENED 


OPTIMISM IN TRADE 
CIRCLES 


Cattle and sheep entered the ager 
Cattle Market this morning for |” 
first time in the six months since ne 
outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease in 
the country. At midnight the gates 


were opened, and a few a later 


Manv of the animals arrived on foot 
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and Moscow. Near 


defeat. 


eguipment. 


A special communigué issued by the 
German High Command “from the 
Fuehrer's headquarters’’—broadeast by 
German Radic last night—savs ;:— ~° 

‘‘Witn the conclusion of the double 


battle of Bialystok and Minsk the 
greatest amout of war material - in 
world history has heen captured. 


Prisoners nuinbering 323.898, including 
several Generals and Divisional Com- 
manders, fell into ou. hands. Booty 
captured included 3,332 tanks, 1,809 
guns, and an enormous quantity of 
other war material. 

‘“Thus the total number of Soviet 
prisoners taken since the start of. the 
campaign has increased to over 400,000. 
The total of material captured or de- 
stroved includes 7,615 tanks and 4,432 
guns. The Soviet Air Force has so far 
lost 6,233 ‘planes.’ 


CRIPPS AND STALIN 


As Moscow disclos*d Russia's latest 
successes, M. Stalin received Sir 
Stafford Cripps, the British Envoy in 
Moscow, for the second time this week. 
Foreign Commissar Molotoff was pre- 
sent at the interview, which lasted over 
an hour. 

The position ot other sectors on the 
front—says the Soviet communique— 
18 :— 
Polotsk (125 miles north-east of 
Minsk)—Stubborn fighting continued 


— ST 
GIANT TANK. IN ACTION 


According to a report from a 
German official war correspondent, the 
Russians employed at Lwow a 120-ton 
two-decker tank. The crew was said 
to number between nine and twelve 
men. The tank was armed with three 
10.5 cm. guns and tour machine-guns, 
and its speed was six miles an hour in 
low gear and thirty miles an hour ‘in 
high gear.—7'imes message, copyright, 
per Press Association. ) 


a 


throughout yesterda, and during the 


night. Resolute Red Army counter- 
attacks. 
Borisov (on the River Beresina, 


scene of Napoleon’s disastrous crossing 
in 1812, retreat from. Moscow)—Soviet 
units inflicted a serious defeat on a 
German Division. 

Bobruisk .(where the Germans are 
trying to push towards the Dnieper)— 
The essidae are stérnly holding their 
positions. ded 
Novograd-Volinsk — Panser drive 
aimed at, Kiev, capital of the Ukraine. 
The advance of large German forces 
checked. 

Bessarabia (southern end of the 
1,500 mile battle front)—German offen- 
sive is meeting with strong resistance. 
The communiqué also that 
during the latter half of Wednesday 
the Red Air Force destroyed about 
100 German tanks, and on Wednesday 
night continued its hammer blows 
against troops in the Ostrov—where 
German losses were heavy—and Novo- 
grad-Volinsk areas. ‘In a fierce air 
battle, 33 Luftwaffe. were destroyed 
for the loss of five Russian ‘planes. 
The only specific claim made by the 
Germans is that on the Finnish front 


| German ‘and Finnish troops had—on 


July 8—captured Salla, a town in the 
ales cd Pe Finland, after “ several 
days’ fierce fighting.” The Soviet Divi- 
sion fighting there was ' smashed. 

the communiqué claims. 

Rome Radio says that Red Army 
parachutists have been drop d on the 
outskirts of Helsinki, _while an an- 
nouncement in the Finnish capital, de- 
scribing Soviet air activity during the 
past: twenty-four hours as ** unimpor- 
tant,’”’ nevertheless claims that Russian 
‘planes were shot down during the 
night. 

Naas troops have crossed the 
upper reaches of the River Pruth, says 
a Budapest’ communiqué quo 
Rome Radio last night, says Reuter. 
The communiqué says that Soviet 
resistance was ‘‘broken’’ after violent 
fighting. 25,000 prisoners were “- 

A Finnish communiqué, guoted by 
the German Radio, med that Fin- 
nish troops were sdvancing south ní 
Salma Jervi along a front o 200: miles. 
On the Karelian front, it was saneried, 
resistance had weakened for about s 

miles into Russian territory. On the 


RED ARMY REPELS 
FIERCE ATTACKS 


GERMANS CLAIM VAST 
ARMS CAPTURE 


W ITH Red Army tanks and ‘planes dealing heavy blows at 

German panzer divisions and the Luftwaffe on all main 
sectors of the Baltic-Black Sea front, the Soviet yesterday re- 
ported new victories over the fierce drives against Leningrad 
Ostrov, on the Russo-Latvian frontier, 
where the Germans have launched frenzied attack after attack 
in the battle for the road to Leningrad, all their onslaughts 
have been repulsed, says the latest Russian communiqué. 


In the direction of Lepel. scene of a severe German 
reverse only 24 hours earlier, the Germans suffered a heavy 
One motorised division was destroyed, as well as 
about 40 guns and a large quantity of transport and specialised 


_ . The German High Command said yesterday that opera- 
tions on the Eastern front “ continue without. respite. 


“400,000 ‘RUSSIAN PRISONERS” 


LATE NEWS 


QUIET DAY 


says :— 


on the front during Thursday. 


enemy troops: crossing the 


the ground, 


the communiqué added thata la 
German tank force attacked the 


was driven back by artillery 
tanks being left in the field. 


infantry rn by ’planes. 
ties among the 

dead and wounded, and much 
was captured. 


ENGLAND 


early to-day. 


action. 


north-east coast town. 
were reported. 


Anglia. 


MOSCOW REPORTS 


The Soviet communiqué this morning 


‘No events of importance occurred 


Soviet 


aircraft, bombed enemy armoured units 
in the Ostrov and Novograd-Volynsk 
sectors. They also successfully attacked 


Western 


Dvina, and bombed enemy aircraft on 


““Ín aerial combats and operations 
against enemy derddromes Soviet air- 
men destroyed 28 enemy ‘planes for the 
loss of six of their own.’’—( Reuter.) 

According to the Associated Press, 


rge scale 
Kussian 


right flank in an unnamed sector, but 


fire, 70 


Another 


division was reporte@ to have been 
routed by Soviet tanks and motorised 


Casual- 


Germans included 3,500 


material 


FEW RAIDERS OVER 


A lone German raider, believed to be 
in difficulties, dropped a stick of bombs 
near two villages in Eastern England 
A.A. guns were 


in 


A few bombs were dropped on a 
No casualties 


German ’planes were believed to be 
in the vicinity of an area in East 
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SOVIET REPORT 


ROOSEVELT 


M. Oumansky, Soviet Ambassador in 
his first conference 
with President Roosevelt for two years 
yesterday, says.a Washington message. 
Afterwards he said that he had given 
the President ' good news’’ of .the 
war with Germany, and added. that 
“all problems ” arising from the Russo- 
German conflict, including U.S. aid for 
the Soviet Union, were discussed. — | 
The Ambassador said that he had 
not, presented President Roosevelt with 
any new list of Russia’s requirements, 
American Government 
rticular orders we want 
to place in t is country, and has known 


Asked whether he thought the Russo- 


one, M 
s a stiff 


The members of the Russian military 
mission yesterday visited the Admiralty 
in á received by the 
First Lord, Mr. A. V. Alexander, Later 
the mission called at the Air Ministry, 
Minister, 


LORD HALIFAX’S 
LONDON VISIT 


The Press Association Diplomatic 


been at 
British 


a year, “is to 


summer 


r. Churchill, | 
Mr. Anthony Eden and other members 


Reports that he will not return to 
Washington are without foundation 

hile he is in London he will 
attend meetings of the War Cabinet, 


CATTLE DISEASE 


Cases of foot-and-moath disease were 
confirmed yesterday—one at Knockulty, 
kenny 


SHIPS BOMBED IN 
FRENCH PORTS 


BRITISH CLAIM MANY 
DESTROYED 


B LENHEIM aircraft ‘of the 

British Bomber Command 
yesterday hit with their bombs 
four German ships in the wort 
of Le Havre, states the Air 


Ministry News Service. 

‘With a strong fighter escort as a 
protective screen, the Blenheims came 
very low over the harbour. One mer- 
chant vessel of 6,000 tons had a direct 
hit in the stern, a tanker of about 
2,000 tons aud heavily laden was 
struck amidships, and hombs were seen 
to enter the bull. A ship of about 
5.000 tons was set on fire and emitted 
clouds of black smoke, and a vessel of 
about 7,000 tons had two direct hits. A 
ship of about 1,500 tous moored along- 
side a wharf was hit by incendiaries 
and probably by high explosives. Every- 
thing peusible was machine-gunned, and 
one air-gunner machine-gunned the 
crew of an anti-aircraft post in the 
harbour. 


AT CHERBOURG 


“Another force of escorted Blen. 
heims made an attack on shipping~in 
Cherbourg Harbour. Immediately after 
a tanker of about'7,000-tons had been 
hit there was an explosion, with clouds 
of black smoke, and when a merchant 
vessel was hit débrie and smoke shot 
into the air. On land, warehouses were 
set alight and gun emplacements 
bombed. 

“ While these two attacks were in 
progress heavy bombers, also in the 
company of fighters, were making their 
way to the chemical works at Chocques, 
near Bethune. Sticks of very heavy 
bombs were dropped right across the 
works. and also-on adjoining railwa 
buildings and sidings. There was mach 
opposition from anti-aircraft guns 
round the target. and also while our 
bombers were crossing the coast. 

“- Quays, dockside buildings and gun 
emplacements were also bombed. 

“Heavy bombers with a fighter 
escort attacked a chemical works and 
adjoining railway sidings at Chocques, 
near Bethune. 

‘‘In the course of these operations 
escorting fighters had fierce engage- 
ments with enemy fighters, which were 
unable to prevent our bombers from 
hitting their targets.’ 

An Air Ministry communiqué last 
night stated :— 

“It is now known that in to-day’s 
offensive operations fourteen enemy 
fighters were destroyed by our fighters. 

“One of ovr fighters, previously 
reported missing, has returned, and 
the pilot of another has been rescued. 
Our lcsses are, therefore, nine fighters, 
the pilot of one being safe.”’ 


GERMAN CLAIMS 


REvUTER’s TELEGRAM, 

The Germans last night claimed that 
nineteen British fighters and two 
bombers were shot down in “‘ to-day’s 
R.A.F. sweep over occupied French 
Channel territory.” They admitted the 
loss of two of their own ’planes. 

A statement issued by the German 
News Agency last night said that the 
sweep ' was again a failure, entailing 
losses to the enemy.”’ 

“So far. German fighters have shot 
down nineteen British Spitfires and one 
Bristol’ Blenheim over the , Calais- 
Boulogne and Cherbourg areas,” it 
said. ' t 
““ Anti-aircraft fire accounted for a 
four-engined enemy bomber, This 
total of twenty-one enemy aircraft was 
achieved for the loss of two German 


wmachines.”’ 
AACHEN HEAVILY 
ATTACKED 
An Air Ministry communiqué yester- 
day stated :— . 
| “The German . frontier town of 


Aachen, which lies in an industrial 
area, rich in coal and minerals, was 
heavily attacked on Wednesday night 
by aircraft of the Bomber Command, 


The weather was good, and much 
damage to industrial buildings was 
plainly visible. 

“Another large force attacked 
industries and communications in 
Usnabruck. . 


‘Lighter forces bombed objectives 
al Bielefeld and Muenster” and the 
docks at. Ostend. | ree 
“Four of our aircraft are missing. 
crew one aircraft, reported 
missing from operations on the night 
of Jane 30-July 1, have been picked 
up at sea, and are safe in this coun- 


Air Ministry News Service last 
night said :-—‘‘A , on the frontier 
between Belgium and Germany, better 
known as Aix-la-Chapellc, has many 
industries, and is an important rall- 
Way town. Tt has Wéeit attacked be- 
fore by the Royal Air Force, but not 
very often, and certainly never on such 
a scale as that of Jast night. .. 

“As the attackers, undeterred by 
incessant artillery or _ patrolling 
fighters, passed through the defences, 
the town was brilliantly lit, first by 
the moon, - then | rifting flares 
and lastly by great fires. The attack 
was all over in about an hour, 

by that time the railway junctions 
had been hit and factories set t. 


ALLIES 


armistice, the Paris, 


ground of their severity. 


ver 
liev 


leaflets over Beirut, 


pied by British troops. 


port, 


From Revurer's CORRESPONDENT. 
VICHY, Thursday. 

An official French communiqué stated 
to-night that fighting in Syria was con- 
tinuing ' because no reply to the re- 
uest for the suspension of hostilities 
ormulated on the morning of July 8 
by General Dentz has yet reached 
Beirut. 

It added: “ In all sectors French 
troops continue their resistance to 
enemy pressure. 

Fighting, with its train of violence 
and ruin, continues. In the circum- 
stances no responsibility devolves upon 
France for this. 

‘‘On the coast the British continued 
their pressure north of Damour. 

“Advancing tank units came up 
against the French anti-tank defences, 
but the greater part, of the enemy, 
forces has yet tr establish contact with 
the new French positions. 

‘‘In the Chouf sector the British 
attack Jaunched last night, and held 
up by the French artillery fire, was 
renewed this morning. Fighting 1s 
still in progress. 

““In the Damascus sector British 
units attacked the French positions, 
making some progress 

‘Local counter-attacks enabled us 
after a while to re-establish the situa- 
tion and to capture 100 ~risoners, in- 
cluding three officers. 

“ British motorised forces advancing 
from _Palmyrs*anade. contact with 
French units defending the road to 
Home. 

“In the Jezzine sector, French de- 
tachments resisted everywhere the 
advance of mechanised and armoure 1 
units attempting to occupy the region 
The French Air Force bombed an 
machine-gunned enemy concentrations 
“ This morning the Royal Air Force 
bombed Tell Kalakh, between Tripoli 


and Homs.”’ 


CAIRO AWAITING 


FRENCH REPLY 


CAIRO, Friday. 

No reply had been’ received here up 
tu mid-day to-day to the British armis- 
tice terms. It is believed that if 
General Dentz accents them a meeting 
would be arranged between the British 
and French representatives, when a 
final agreement would be made. 
Official quarters in Cairo believe 
thaí the terms are very lenient.— 
( Reuter.) 


SYRIA’S FUTURE 
STATUS 


The Press Association Diplomatic 
Correspondent writes:-—-Ine British 
terms for an armistice in Syria have 
not yet been accepted, tint as thes 
have been communicated’ by Geacral 


AWAITI 
REPLY 


ON BEIRUT 


HILE General Dentz, the French Commander-in-Chief in 

Syria, has not yet replied to the British terms for an 
ome an 
French Government has rejected the British terms on the 


Meanwhile, Allied forces are reported to be tightening their 
grip on the French key point of Beirut. | 


Official quarters in Cairo re 
lenient,” and, if General epts 
that a meeting for “ final agreement ' will be arranged. 


According to the French, British ‘planes yesterday dropped 
demanding—*‘ in the form of an ulti- 
matum '—-that it should be declared an open town and occu- 


British troops have taken up positions covering the 
Damour-Beirut road, and, says the latest Cairo communiqué, 
the Australians are continuing their coastal thrust towards the 


Advances on the airport of Aleppo and against Homs, on 
the pipe-line to Tripolis, are also progressing, and a large area 
of North-East Syria now is under Allied control. 


WHY FIGHTING CONTINUES 


CLOSING 


Berlin radio states that the 


rd the proposed terms as 
entz accepts them, it is be- 


Dentz to France, they are probabiy 
still under consideratiou i; tue Frenea 
Government. If, as is expected. the 
terms are accepted, then the future 
status of Syria will be a matter for con- 
sideration by General de Gaulle, act- 
ing in close collaboration vith the 
British Government. 

It has already been stated by General 
Catroux, with the tull support of Great 
Britain, that the object of the Allied 
forces was to free Syria from the pos- 
sibility of domination by Germany, and 
to set up ultimately an independent 
State in alliance with the French. So 
far as is known, the German agents, 
who entered the country with the 
object of establishing bases for che 
German Air Force all fled when the 
Allies entered the country. Neverthe- 
less, it 1s obvious that, if an armistice 
is concluded. occupation of the country 
by Allied forces will be necessary. 

In reference to the statement put out 
hy Lyons Radio at 3.30 yesterday, to 
the effect that no reply had yet been 
received to General Dentz’s request for 
an armistice, it is pointed out im 
London that an immediate reply was 
given, stating the British terms. Until 
such time as General Dentz accepts 
these terms British forces naturally will 
continue to fight. 


LEAFLETS DROPPED 


ON BEIRUT 
emit il 
From Revter’s CORRESPONDENT,. | 
VICHY. Thursday. 
British ‘planes to-day dropped 
leaflets on Beirut demanding that it 
should be declared an o town and 
be occupied by British forces. The de- 
mand was in the form of an ultimatum, 
according to the Officia) French News 
Agency. It had “nothing to do with 
the negotiatious for a cessation of hos- 
tilities, for which the United States 
Consulate is acting as intermediary.”* 


TOWN OCCUPIED, SAYS 


PARIS RADIO 
PARIS, Thureday. 


‘lhe Paris Radio to-night stated :— 
‘We, have just learned that Beirut was 
occupied this morning by Australian 
troops. General Dentz, in order io 
avoid the destruction of the city, has 
declared Beirut an cpen town. Fighting 
continunes—a more and more unequal 
fight—in the truest British traditions.” 
— (Reuter.) 


GENERAL WEYGAND 
AT VICHY 
VICHY, Thursday. 


General Weygand, French Com- 
n.ander-in-Chief in North Africa, 
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to have gone into. conference with 
Marshal Petain. 

After discussing the proposed armis- 
tice and his Paris convituhigas with 
Marshal Pétain, Admiral Darlan con- 


ferred with General Huntziger, 
egg of Defence.—Associated 
ress. 


FRENCH SHIPS IN 

TURKISH PORTS 

TO BE INTERNED OR 
LEAVE 


AssociaTteD Press TELEGRAM. 
ANKARA, Thuraday. 


Any of the French naval units now 
at Beirut, which put in at Turkish 
eg to escape the British Fleet, would 
e interned, Ankara Radio announced 
to-day. Though the Beirut naval 
forces were known, the announcer said, 
to include four destroyers, the number 
of submarines, cargo vessels and mine- 
sweepers was unknown. ' 

The Turkish authorities have told 
the commanders of the French war- 
ships which arrived at Alexandretta 
from Syria during the night that they 
must leave port within twenty four 
hours with their ships, or be interned. 
The units at Alexandretta comprise one 
destroyer, four trawlers and a tug. 

Almost simultaneously with the 
announcement of General Dentz’s re- 
quest for armistice. terms, an uncon- 
firmed report reached naval quarters 
here that a 20,000-ton French ship, 
carrying tanks, munitions, and other 
supplies for the French forces in Syria, 
had put in at the Turkish port of 
Alexandretta, neat, the Syrian border. 

An Associated Press message from 
Berne, of Thursday's date, said:— 
Ankara Radio, overheard here to-night, 
reported that eleven French naval 
units, including a tanker, had arrived 
in the Gulf of Iskanderun (Turkish 
waters) from Beirut. The radio added 
that panic had now broken out in 
Syria. 


SYRIAN FRONTIER 


CLOSED BY TURKEY 
BERLIN, Thursday. . 


Turkey has closed her frontier with 
Syria, says an Ankara despatch, which 
adds that, Turkish Consuls in Syria are 
no longer issuing visas for Turkey.— 
(Reuter. ) 


. MIDDLE EAST 
CAMPAIGN 


ROYAL AIR FORCE 


REPORTS 
CALRO, Thureday. 
The Royal Air Force Middle Easé 


communiqué to-day said :— 

Libya—In Cyrenaica yesterday Royal 
Air Force bombers attacked enemy 
aerodromes ‘at Martuba and Gazala, 
starting fires in both places. During 
the night of the 89th of July heavy 

ied..out: eks.on 
Benghazi, causing large fires ón. 
quays near the Cathedral mole.. Night 
attacks were also made on the landing 
grounds at Derna, Martuba, Eltmimi 
and Gazala. 

Maita.—Unidentified enemy aircraft 

which raided Malta during the night 
of the 8th-9th of July were intercepted 
by our fighters, and ene—believed to 
be a Fiat BR20—was shot down in 
flames into the sea. 
Sieily.— Royal Air Force aircraft at- 
tacked Italian float-planes—probably 
Cant Z 506—on the water at Syracuse 
vesterday. Three of the float-planes 
were burned out and several others 
were badly damaged, while numerous 
casualties were caused among crews on 
the slipways by machine gun attacks. 
Enemy aircraft were engaged over the 
Sicilian coast, and a number of them, 
including a Macchi C 200 and a sea- 
plane. were badly damaged. 

Syria.—In Syria yesterday Royal Air 
Force aircraft attacked ch a)r- 
craft on the ground at Aleppo, destroy-. 
ing two and damaging about ten 


} others. Aircraft of a Roya} Australian 


Air Force squadron attacked and 
damaged armoured cars near Beirut, 
and in the Damour area Royal Air 
Force bombers blew up ammunition 
stocks at Beirut and bombed a rail- 
way oe: at Rayak. 
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From all the abuve operations one 


arrived in Vichy to-day, and is believed 
oe 


“You 


and you were worried 


He: 
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more. damage each new b had 
done. After one aircraft had showered 
its in iaries across the railway 
there were twelve violent | 


As years go by 


the time you said 
we could not 
afford to get 
married . .: : 


She: “You had not much money 


home and the furniture. 


“IT remember well, you told 
me what your friends did. 

She: “I told you how Todd’s won- 
derful method of extended payments 
would make things easy for us, and 
that we could buy all the furniture 
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of our aircraft is missing. 
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